General Order No. 26-04

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS

GENERAL ORDER APPOINTING
MAGISTRATE JUDGE MERIT SELECTION PANEL

This General Order is entered to establish a Merit Selection Panel to assist the district
judges of this Court in the selection and appointment of a new United States Magistrate Judge in
Beaumont, Texas, and any other matter the judges may assign to the panel. This General Order is
rendered pursuant to the Federal Magistrate Judges Act of 1979, as amended at 28 U.S.C. §§ 631-
639.

Therefore, it is ORDERED that the following persons are hereby appointed to serve as

members of said Magistrate Judge Merit Selection Panel:

Beaumont Division: Marshall Division:

Alex Stelly — Chair of the Committee Justin Kurt Truelove

Calvert Eaves Clarke & Stelly, LLP Truelove Law Firm

2615 Calder Avenue, Suite 1070 P. O. Box 1409

Beaumont, Texas 77702 Marshall, Texas 75671-1409

astelly@calvert-eaves.com kurt@truelovelawfirm.com

Curtis Leister Tyler Division:

Reaud, Morgan & Quinn, LLP

801 Laurel Street Prerak Shah

Beaumont, Texas 77701 Gibson Dunn

cleister@rmglawfirm.com 811 Main Street, Suite 3000
Houston, Texas 77002-6117

Langston Adams pshah@gibsondunn.com

2931 Park Plaza Lane
Port Arthur, Texas 77642-5516
langstonadams@gmail.com




Nadine Ona

Germer, PLLC

550 Fannin, Suite 400
Beaumont, Texas 77701
nadinco@germer.com

Claire Brown

Provost Umphrey

350 Pine Street, Suite 1100
Beaumont, Texas 77701
cbrown@pulf.com

Lufkin Division:

Tanner Franklin

Hightower, Franklin, & James, PLLC
115 South Street

Nacogdoches, Texas 75961
tanner@thegoodlawyer.com

Community Members:

Juan Zabala*
Beaumont, Texas

Pastor John Adolph*
Beaumont, Texas

Sherman Division:

Ryne T. Sandel

Whalen Law Office

9300 John Hickman Parkway, Suite 501
Frisco, Texas 75035
rsandel@whalenlawoffice.com

Texarkana Division:

Jennifer Doan

Haltom & Doan

2900 St. Michael Drive, Suite 500
Texarkana, Texas 75503
jdoan@haltomdoan.com

(Members designated by * are public-non-lawyer members)

The Panel shall report to the Court the result of its activities and specify the five (5)

applicants, as finalists, which the Panel has determined to be the best qualified not later than ninety

(90) days after the date of this General Order, unless otherwise directed by the Court.

Additionally, the Clerk of Court has published public notices regarding the appointment of
a magistrate judge. The notices were published in conformance with the procedures specified in

Chapter 4 of The Selection, Appointment and Reappointment of United States Magistrate Judges

(Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, October 2024).



It should be noted that effective September 13, 2016, the Judicial Conference of the U.S.
Courts adopted amendments to the regulations governing the selection, appointment, and
reappointment of magistrate judges. One of the amendments creates a new obligation on the part
of the Court to notify merit selection panel members in writing of the restriction in § 420.30.20(d)
as it applies to them, which essentially restricts panel members from applying for magistrate judge
positions until one year has elapsed since the panel member served on the panel. This provision is
found at § 420.30.10(c). Pursuant to notice from the Clerk of Court and this order, all panel
members have been advised in writing of the restriction set forth in § 420.30.20(d).

FOR THE COURT:
So ORDERED and SIGNED this 6™ day of April, 2026.
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AMOS L. MAZZANT, 111
Chief Judge
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