
 
 

GENERAL ORDER 13-16 
 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

 
GENERAL ORDER REGARDING USE OF CONTRACT COURT REPORTERS 

 
As a cost containment measure, it is ORDERED that this court will hire contract court reporters in 

cases presided over by magistrate judges only for evidentiary hearings, Markman hearings, bench 

trials and jury trials, unless otherwise ordered by the court.  See Volume 6, Guide to Judiciary 

Policies and Procedures (the “Court Reporter Manual”); §§ 410.30.20 and 410.30.30 of the Digital 

Recording and Reporting Guide for Magistrate Judges for the Eastern District of Texas (attached).  

If available and cost effective, a court reporter employed by the court will be used to create the 

record for the proceedings listed above.  In cases handled by magistrate judges in the Eastern District 

of Texas, the digital audio recording of court proceedings is deemed to be the official record, unless the 

record is taken by an official court reporter or the court permits an alternate arrangement. 

  

If the parties or counsel of record request the court’s digital audio recording, it will be docketed in 

the CM/ECF database and made available for download.  

 

Signed this ____ day of September, 2013. 

 
FOR THE COURT: 
 
 

________________________________ 
LEONARD DAVIS 
Chief Judge 
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