
General Order 21-04 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

GENERAL ORDER APPOINTING MAGISTRATE JUDGE  
MERIT SELECTION PANEL 

United States Magistrate Judge Keith F. Giblin has given notice of his intent to retire from 

active service as of August 31, 2021. Accordingly, this General Order is entered to establish a Merit 

Selection Panel to assist the district judges of this Court in the selection and appointment of a new 

United States Magistrate Judge to replace Judge Giblin upon his retirement, and any other matter the 

judges may assign to the panel.  This General Order is rendered pursuant to the Federal Magistrate 

Judges Act of 1979, as amended at 28 U.S.C. §§ 631-639. 

Therefore, it is ORDERED that the following persons are hereby appointed to serve as 

members of said Magistrate Judge Merit Selection Panel: 

James Payne (Chairman) Rey Morin 
Provost Umphrey Law Office of Reynaldo P. Morin, PLLC 
490 Park Street, Suite 100 320 North Street, Suite 308 
Beaumont, Texas 77701 Nacogdoches, Texas 75961 
(409) 835-6000 (936) 559-7100
jpayne@provostumphrey.com rey@rpmorin.com

Michele Smith  Mark Sparks 
Mehaffy Weber  The Ferguson Law Firm 
2615 Calder Avenue   350 Pine Street, Suite 1440 
Beaumont, Texas 77702 Beaumont, Texas 77701 
(409) 835-5011 (409) 832-9700
michelesmith@mehaffyweber.com mark@thefergusonlawfirm.com

Karen Spivey  Nicholas J. Ganjei 
Mehaffy Weber  Acting U.S. Attorney 
2615 Calder Avenue  350 Magnolia Street 
Beaumont, Texas 77702 Beaumont, Texas 77701 
(409) 835-5011 (409) 981-7900
karenspivey@mehaffyweber.com nicholas.j.ganjei@usdoj.gov



C. David Glass
Smith & Weber, LLP
5505 Plaza Drive
Texarkana, Texas 75503
(903) 223-5656
dglass@smithweber.com

Clyde Siebman 
Siebman Forrest 
300 North Travis Street 
Sherman, Texas 75090 
(903) 870-0070
clydesiebman@siebman.com

Charles "Chad" Everingham, IV 
Ward, Smith & Hill, PLLC 
P. O. Box 1231 
Longview, Texas 75606 
(903)757-6400
ce@wsfirm.com

Joanne Brown *
Lamar University 
P. O. Box 10011 
Beaumont, Texas 77710 
(409) 880-8423
joanne.brown@lamar.edu

Sina Nejad * 
Sigma Engineers, Inc. 
4099 Calder Avenue 
Beaumont, Texas 77706 
(409) 898-1001
mail@sigmaengineers.com

(Members designated by * are public/non-lawyer members) 

The Panel shall report to the court the result of its activities and specify the five (5) applicants, 

as finalists, which the Panel has determined to be the best qualified not later than ninety (90) days after 

the date of this General Order, unless otherwise directed by the Court. 

Additionally, the Clerk of Court is directed to promptly cause to be published public notices 

regarding the appointment of a new magistrate judge. The notices shall be published in conformance 

with the procedures specified in Chapter 4 of The Selection, Appointment and Reappointment of United 

States Magistrate Judges (Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, October 2016). 

It should be noted that effective September 13, 2016, the Judicial Conference of the U.S. Courts 

adopted amendments to the regulations governing the selection, appointment, and reappointment of 

magistrate judges. One of the amendments creates an obligation on the part of the Court to notify 

merit selection panel members in writing of the restriction in § 420.30.20(d) as it applies to them, 

which essentially restricts panel members from applying for magistrate judge positions until one year 

has elapsed since the panel member served on the panel. This provision is found at § 420.30.10(c). 

Pursuant to notice from the Clerk of Court and this order, all panel members are advised in writing of 

the restriction set forth in § 420.30.20(d). 



FOR THE COURT: 

So ORDERED and SIGNED this 4th day of February, 2021.  

RODNEY GILSTRAP 
Chief Judge 

jamesgilstrap
Rodney Gilstrap




